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Gestalt Theory

» An easy way to understand Gestalt Theory is by imagining
that we are baking a cake. The ingredients for the cake are
arranged on a counter, but individual ingredients cannot
begin to describe the cake.

For example, an egg might be a cake ingredient. If we examine
the egg, it tells us about the egg, but not how it will be used to
create a cake. It is only when assembled that the ingredients
form the completed product.

The whole cannot be seen by looking only
at the individual elements.




The unified whole is different from the sum of the parts.
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proximity

The vertical distance between the dofts is less than
the horizontal distance. This creates the visual effect
of columns instead of rows, even though all the
elements may not be the same.



proximity

Objects near each other tend to be grouped together.

The circles on the left appear to be grouped in vertical
columns, while those on the right appear to be
grouped in horizontal rows.



confinuity

%

Confinuation occurs in the example above,
because the viewer's eye will naturally follow
a line or curve. The smooth flowing crossbar
of the "H" leads the eye directly to the
maple leaf.
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similarity

The law of similarity says that we wiill
tend to group similar items together,
to see them as forming a gestalf,
within a larger form.

Here is a simple typographic example:
It is just natural for us to see the o's as
a line within a field of x’s.



similarity
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The example above (containing 11 distinct objects) appears as
as single unit because all the shapes have similarity. Unity occurs
because the triangular shapes at the bottom of the eagle
symbol look similar to the shapes that form the sunburst.



dissimilar
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The figure on the far right becomes a focal point
because it is dissimilar to the other shapes.




closure
e N\
L. A\

LY

Objects grouped together are seen as a whole.
We tend to ignore gas and complete contour lines.

In the image above, there are no triangles or circles, but our minds
fill in the missing information to create familiar shapes and images.



symmetry

The black area seems to be a figure because of its symmetry.



figure / ground

Basically, we seem to have an innate tendency to perceive one aspect of an event
as the figure or fore-ground and the other as the ground or back-ground.

There is only one image here, and yet, by changing nothing but our attitude,
we can see two different things. It doesn’t even seem to be possible
to see them both at the same time!



figure / ground

This image uses complex figure/ground relationships
which change upon perceiving leaves, water and tree trunk.



figure / ground
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