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Choosing Images for Print and Web Design



What Makes an Image Good?

The overall characteristics of effective imagery aren't hard to spot.
“Good” images tend to have clarity in terms of both visual and psychological
comprehension. They communicate.

THE SOURCE FOR THIS INFO: http://www.htmlandcssbook.com/extras/choosing-images-for-your-site/



http://www.htmlandcssbook.com/extras/choosing-images-for-your-site/

What Makes an
Image Good?

When choosing images,
you might find they will
often fall into one of
two categories:

* Lifestyle Images

* Images that Promote
a Product or a Service



What Makes an Image Good?

Choosing images can be both an enjoyable and a daunting experience.
This guide will give you something new to consider to help make
the process lean more heavily towards the former.



Lifestyle Images

Lifestyle images tend to answer questions such as:
“What does it look like?” “How is it used?”
“When would | use it?” and “Who is it for”



Lifestyle
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Lifestyle images can be very
helpful to website visitors and
applications in print because they
orovide context.

f the information is about a place
(such as a holiday destination) then
an image can literally help the reader
visualize the location.

If the information is about an object
(such as an item of clothing) then the
lifestyle image can show it in use.



Lifestyle
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Lifestyle images also tend to try

to sell an idealized view of a particular
aspect of life, so the subjects of

the photograph are often shot in a
scenario that the visitors to the site

or ad viewer would like to be in, too.

Even if the user might not ever find
themselves in that place, it could be
a situation that they aspire to (hence
the product or service would help
them attain that) or one that they
simply respect or admire.



Lifestyle
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Lifestyle images work best when
they reflect the advertised brand
faithfully.

When choosing images for a website
or print ad or publication, the task
can be made easier by allowing the
orand’s values to guide you.

f the brand is playful, then it might
oe fitting to opt for bright colors and
ight-hearted scenarios.

f the brand is serious then you
might opt for a more somber palette
and realistic subject matter.
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Lifestyle Images

This image of Patagonia outdoor
clothing successfully depicts both the
clothing being worn, and the setting
suggests that it is suitable for those
who spend time in harsher weather
conditions. The shot is modern and
masculine and the gritty, broken
rocks evoke the rugged outdoors
very effectively.

The people in this shot are also

relaxed and enjoying a break, while the
equipment around them indicates that
they are serious about their activity.


http://www.patagonia.com/

Ford Social Support LocateaDealer En Espafiol More Ford ~

CARS | CROSSOVERS&SUVs | TRUCKS | HYBRIDS&EVs | COMMERCIAL | ALL | TECHNOLOGY SHOPPING TOOLS | ~

o o o Lifestyle Images

Powerful and efficient with available 2. 0L I-4 .1 $28,280:: ,,‘
EcoBoost® engine. - Sio

» Learn More. 6 T e Prices for Jan 22, 2012
- 3 - andzZIP [ |»
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# Live help
HAMILTON ISLAND We're offline now

GREAT BARRIER REEF AUSTRALIA but please leave us
amesssage ...

SRS - Lifestyle Images

This lifestyle image is promoting a
holiday destination off the coast of
Australia called Hamilton Island.

~
60 Second Tour

— Although it is a beautiful location all by
Perfectly situated on the edge of the Great Barrier Reef, amongst Queensland's 74 Whitsunday R itse If’ by i n CI u d i n g a fa m i Iy i n t h e

Islands, Hamilton Island offers an experience like no other: glorious weather, azure waters, brilliant All Properties
beaches, awe-inspiring coral reefs, fascinating flora and fauna, fine food and wines, and activities

e photograph the designer is helping visitors

Hamilton Island also welcomes new world-class facilities with the newly opened Hamilton Island Golf

) wonder that s the Hamilton Island Yacht Club and a host of new or & / Departure date
refurbished Hotels and Resorts that set the standard for Great Barrier Reef accommodation. We . il 2 4 . . . .
have put togetner our st Hamilton sland specals and holday packages oryou t ook onine rght v At - to the website ima g| ne themselves relaxin g
now. There is no better time to see this premier Australian Island Holiday Destination. = £
Check Availability d h . f t h b h
and having fun on the beach.

Welcome to Hamilton Island B 1ok

"mm Book Accommodation

We have a host of gorgeous hotels
on the island. 3 star to Premium
luxury accommodation ranging from
bungalows to luxury villas and
holiday homes.

[ Gompars it ]

Plan your Activities

With over 60 different activities
including sports, adventures, tours
and unwinding ata day spa. There is
a holiday activity for every interest
and energy level

4 Food & Wine Upcoming Events
S Featuring over 20 restaurant & dining From the Australian Ballet to Race
N options, 6 bars and nightclubs. There Week. There is always something
—— ==W¥" isplenty to keep you entertained and happening on Hamilton Island, the
— your taste buds satisfied. major events capital of the Great
,‘ Barrier Reef.

fami{y Holidays g
ids stay and eat FREE!
Ultimate Golfing Holiday

Challenge yourself to a round of golf at the | Holiday Packages |
magnificent Hamilton Island Golf Club. The
ultimate golfing holiday destination. Romantic Escape Package
Accommodation, twilight sail,
romantic dinner at one of 3
restaurants and sparkling wine on
arrival. From $1540 twin share
Learn more

HAMILTON ISLAND

‘GREAT BARRIER REEF AUSTRALIA

Careers Weddings Media Centre qualia

Activities Events Conferences Getting here

Golf Great Barrier Feast ~ Whitsundays Conferences  Location

Salling & Boating Hily Half Marathon  Venues & Facilties Airport

Watersports Bars & Entertainment  The Australian Ballet Dinners & Cocktall Parties Marina Great Barrier Reef Snorkel & Dive

Adventures Casual Dining Hamiton Cup Team-Buiding On-lsland Transport ~ Golf Hoidays
Relax & Rejuvenate Race Week Family-Friendly About Saling, Boating & Fishing Trips
Compare Accommodation  Fitness Triathion Audio Visual History Luxury Induigence
Hotel Deals Fun & Games Ocean Swim Testimonials Environment
Yacht Club Vilas Tours & Cruises Developments

© Hamiton Island Enterprises 2011 | Al pricing listed on this website are in Australian Dollars | Visit the Hamiton Island mobile website
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FOUR SEASONS

| A\ 1D

Welcome ACCOMMODATIONS  PHOTOS & VIDEOS  SERVICES & AMENITIES DINING SPA  DESTINATION  OFFERS MAKE A RESERVATION

ocated mere steps from the Champs-Elysées, with private

terraces that command all Paris, lovingly restored 18th-
century tapestries and a defining spirit of elegance and charm,
Four Seasons Hotel, George V, Paris redefines luxury service in

the City of Light.

CHECK IN: 01/21/2012

CHECK ouT: 01/22/2012

How many guests?

May we help you plan your stay with us?

» Meetings & Events » Directions & Maps
FIND ROOMS

» Family » Fitness Facllities

» Conference Planning » Wedding Venues

Find a Hotel or Resort Meetings & Events Weddings Sign-in Register | English ¥

When will you be staying with us?

2 | A f 0 | ~| CHILDREN
~ | ADULTS ~ | (0-18 yrs)

MULTIPLE ROOMS | CORPORATE/PROMO CODE

ifestyle
mages

The first photograph
shown on the homepage
slideshow for the

Four Seasons hotel in
Paris could have been

an exterior shot of the
hotel itself or an interior
shot of a suite (as is
often the case with
accommodation sites).
Instead, the designer
opted to firstly show a
lifestyle image portraying
the excitement and
romance of visiting this
enchanting city.



http://www.fourseasons.com/

ABOUT

——— FOUR SEASONS HOTEL, GEORGE V, PARIS

31, avenue George V, 75008 Paris, France o Tel. 33 (0) 1 49 5270 00 o Fax. 33 (0) 1 49 5270 10 > VIEW THE MAP

111
Presidential Suite

> VIEW ALL PHOTOS

ornuInAre O amarITIrEn

F our Seasons Hotel George V, Paris, an
eight-storey landmark 1928 building,
offers 244 luxury hotel guest rooms, an exquisite
art collection and decadent fine dining just off
the Champs-Elysées. With unmatched Four
Seasons service, it's an experience you will not

forget.

> LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR ACCOMMODATIONS

REVIEWS AT A GLANCE

FROM @@ tripadvisor*

What can [ say, everything is just

PERFECT.

They have wonderful service,
beautiful rooms and the staff is
kind and friendly without any
pretensions. A wonderful
experience...just do it.

Definitely coming back!

» SEEALL REVIEWS

TRIP ADVISOR

ifestyle
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The About page is where
the site visitor can get

more information about
the interior of the hotel.




———  SERVICES & AMENITIES ——

« Health Club . Internet access in meeting rooms
« 24-hour Business Centre . Babysitting Services
. Pool and Whirlpool . Family Activities

& Saunas and sieam rcoms SEEALL SERVICES & AMENITIES

ROOM RATE

The best available unrestricted rate

BOOK NOW

FIVE-STAR

| MUGHLIGHES i

+< THE SPA «< J FEAST FOR THE EYE

Our luxurious hotel Spa is
reminiscent of Marie
Antoinette's boudoir.

Showcasing exquisite tapestries,
paintings and objets d'art.

» LEARN MORE

FINE DINING » B «« UNMATCHED SERVICE

Explore the menu creations that
have earned Le Cinqg restaurant two
Michelin stars.

Our skilled Paris hotel
staff always seek to
make your visit
comfortable and
memorable.

> LEARN MORE

ifestyle
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The details about the hotel
venue continue by scrolling
below the feature header
of the bedrooms on the
About page as a visual
menu with enticing interior
shots where you can click
and select articles for more
information about each
featured item.




ABOUT
parkling, incomparable and unforgettable, Paris has it all. Immerse Saturday Sunday Monday
yourself in 2,000 years of history, delightful art and architecture, high- >
fashion and fine-dining. With winding, whimsical streets, the best way to >, >
X sy : o o (o]
experience the city is to explore it on foot. 54 1 50 10 48 /9
» READ MORE
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‘ Seasons Hotel, George V, Paris makes a variety of events and shopping

Champagne recommendations and
pairing fine dining pairing suggestions.

opportunities.
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The About page continues
with information about
how to get to the hotel and
where it is located within
the city of Paris.




DISCOVER

—— OURPARIS ——

A FEAST FOR THE EYES

SEETHESTORY

MEMORIES IN MANY TONGUES

SEETHESTORY

MICHELIN-RATED CHEF BRIFFARD

SEETHE STORY

Four Seasons Hotel George INQUIRIES CONNECT Facebook , Twitter

V Paris About Four Seasons
31, avenue George V Press Room
75008 Paris Gift Cards

Residences
Tel. 33 (0) 1495270 00 Careers

7 g - Contact Us
Fax.33(0) 149527010
= =

» DIRECTIONS AND MAP

. o~ o~ n VB i nuTe A CHILDREN Multiple Rooms
MAKE A RESERVATION ~ cHEcKIN 22/2012 2 O] aoults [0 B8 (0-18yrs) Bt Tovartos Gata FIND ROOMS

FOUR SEASONS

ifestyle
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The About page ends with
credentials of the staff,
testimonies and other
human-interest stories.

The footer serves to
provide the address and
contact information and a
typographic menu along
with social media links.

A quick link to make
reservations is included in
a footer bar as a CTA.

The hotel logo is displayed
at the bottom of the page/



Promoting a Product or Service

Product images have a tough job to do.

They are competing with our memories and expectations of evaluating products
in the flesh. For this reason, they need to provide us with as much of the sensory
information that a two-dimensional image is capable of mustering as possible.



Promoting a Product or Service



Promoting a
Product or Service

In real life, we can observe a

product from multiple angles.

Depending on its size and
weight we can pick it up.

* With one grab for a tennis racket we can see
how the grip feels, know the weight of it,
pretend to serve and hear its swish. In short,
we can interact with it. This helps us to
visualize ourself using the product.

 Where clothes are concerned, we can try
them on and see how they look on our body,
with our weight, height, and coloring. We can
examine the texture and feel of the material,
see how it moves as we move.

* With food, we can inhale the aromas.

* With gadgets we can press the buttons.
We can explore.



Promoting 3 * Use multiple images showing the product

from multiple viewpoints

Product or Service * Add close-up images of products, or allow

them to be viewed at a large size

S o * Show the product in the context
To mimic this behavior in in which it is likely to be used

images alone is difficult,
but here are some tips
for achieving this:

* Be sure to include images of any variations
in color and size etc.




ANTHROPOLOGIE

New Arrivals

{ Back to Collection

HOME > HOUSE & HOME >

clothing

My Account Shopping Bag © items

Shoes Accessories Lounge & Beauty House & Home sale search 0

BEDDING > QUILT

OPEN IN NEW WINDOW | VIEW LARGER | SHARE B1 &

customer service

catalog

store locator

Lapping Waves Quilt, 2010

STYLE # 003666

Be the first to write a review
$998.00
Shown In: Multi

ONE SIZE ‘ v | size guide

Add ToWish List | Send ToFriend | |EjLike ¢ 1

DETAILS

Vertical scallops rise behind appliqued gull-like shapes, as rays of
screenprinting shine brightly nearby. This heavyweight quilt is a
handmade, one of a kind creation by Fred Shand, with a handwritten
label on the back naming the artists who screened, painted, sewed
and quilted it, the techniques they used and where they are located.

- One of a kind
- Cotton, linen
- Spot clean

- 92% x 997

- Imported

sign up for emails | Submit

privacy & security 800.309.2500

the ANTHROPOLOGiST t & tumblr.

Product Images

This example shows a quilt from a shop
called Anthropologie. As you can see,
little thumbnail images within the
product description allow the visitor

to view the quilt in a variety of ways.



http://www.anthropologie.com/

ANTHROPOLOGIE

New Arrivals lothing shoes Accessc

Back to Collection

OPEN IN NEW WINDOW | VIEW LARGER | SHARE B1 &

customer service catalog store locator

privacy & security 800.309.2500

My Account Shopping Bag © items

Lounge & Beauty House & Home sale search

Lapping Waves Quilt, 2010

$998.00
Shown In: Multi

ONE SIZE v | size guide

Quantity v

Add To Wish List | Send To Friend ELike < 1

DETAILS

Vertical scallops rise behind appliqued gull-like shapes, as rays of
screenprinting shine brightly nearby. This heavyweight quilt is a
handmade, one of a kind creation by Fred Shand, with a handwritten
label on the back naming the artists who screened, painted, sewed
and quilted it, the techniques they used and where they are located.
- One of a kind

- Cotton, linen

- Spot clean

- 92" x 99"

- Imported

sign up for emails Submit

the ANTHROPOLOGiST @ K3 & & tumblr

Product Images

One of these viewpoints shows
the quilt in situ on a bed.



ANTHROPOLOGIE

Product Images

The large version of the image is very
large indeed. This is helpful in order to
evaluate different aspects of the product
such as its quality and texture.



Sign in/register
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¥
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Christmas Shop
A fabulous festive

NEW Limited Edition NEW for Men Coat them in Mini

The curtain riseson a Warm, winter outfits, ready Practical, cosy, fun: coats
extravaganza. dramatic new range. foraction.

Sign up and be the first to hear about our Join the Community of Boden v
offers, sales and news:

O ™ Request a ~nv- Recommend
¢ catalogue ?,, Ax friends
e : =
Email address somus [ Fovowus 39 ”:

About us  Fit & style guides Shipping & returns Shopping with us  Tech & legal Privacy policy Site map Contact us

Change:+ =

My Boden . Sho
‘. 3

NEW for Johnnie b
Winter coats for girls
that aim to please. on the go.

Customer services:
1-866-206-9508

ping bag
0 items
Total $0.00

Product Images

With products that can be worn, it is very
helpful to see real people actually
wearing them. In this image for Boden
we can see a range of their collection

at a glance, and then explore further to
see the garments in detail.



Sign in/register Change:+ E

My Boden 0iterns
Quickshop Total $0.00

Enter keyword / product code

< Previous Next >
Coats & Jackets (3 of 3)

Women  Men B'&lfgn Johnniey, | Clearance = Life @Boden

A Home # Clearance % Johnnie b # Teen Girls # Coats & Jackets » Duffle Coat

. Rollover
| s —— B— to zoom

Key to grid: » Add to bag [ * Go to checkout

Sign up and be the first to hear about our
offers, sales and news:

ot the Co unity of Boden o # Requesta E Recommend iPad app
4 5 catalogue friends coming
Email address Joinus n Follow us foon

Customer services:

About us  Fit & style guides Shipping & returns Shopping with us Tech & legal Privacy policy Site map Contact us
1-866-206-9508

Product Images

With products that can be worn,
it is very helpful to see real people
actually wearing them.

In this image for Boden we can see
a range of their collection at a glance,
and then explore further to see the

garments in detail.



WHAT'S NEW ... S

DOGS
Dog Bags
Dog Beds
Dog Blankets
Dog Bowls
Dog Clothing
Dog Collars
Dog Grooming
Dog Harnesses
Dog Household
Dog Leads
Dog Tags
Dog Toys
Dog Treats

CATS
HUMANS
GIFTS

IN STYLE
SALE
FIND US

Sign up to newsletter

Follow us

MUNGO & MAUD

DOG & CAT OUTFITTERS

DOG CLOTHING: Keep your dog warm and looking effortlessly stylish with
our range of dog clothing. Choose from finest quality Merino wool dog pullovers or
embellish your dog's look with sumptuous cashmere cable knit. And for those rainy days,

shelter your dog with the Mungo & Maud lightweight and water repellent quilted dog coat.

Ensure your dog is fabulous even when the weather is not.

CASHMERE PULLOVERS

Cashmere Pullover Hazel Cashmere Pullover Grey Cashmere Pullover Pink

£120.00-£135.00 £129.00-£135.00 £129.00-£135.00

Product Images

This example is from a shop called
Mungo & Maud, which sells upscale
clothes and other products for dogs.

It portrays the item being modelled
which is important for any kind of attire,
be it human, canine, or other.

Images to promote services are different.
With images to promote services, the
messages we need to portray are less
material, less physical. They are more
psychological. The user will be asking,
“Can this company provide this service

in a way that is reliable, capable,
trustworthy?” They will be looking

for reassurance.


http://www.mungoandmaud.com/

MERINO PULLOVERS

Striped Merino Pullover Striped Merino Pullover Armadillo Pullover
Grey Lime Chocolate
£75.00-£79.00 £75.00-£79.00 £79.00-£85.00

Armadillo Pullover Grey
£79.00-£85.00

PUFFER/QUILTED COATS

Beetle Dog Coat Mole Beetle Dog Coat Navy Quilted Dog Coat Chocolate
£120.00-£135.00 £120.00-£135.00 £97.50-£114.00

Product Images

Continued screenshot of webpage.



Product Images

Continued screenshot of webpage.

Quilted Dog Coat Grey
£97.50-£114.00

Backto top

CONTACT ABOUT PRESS ] SIZING 1 WHOLESALE DELIVERY & RETURNS TERMS & CONDITIONS PRIVACY POLICY

MUNGO & MAUD

in one munch
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Product Images

Companies tend to focus on the best
aspects of the services they provide.

Shop for
Health Insurance

99 million covered. AN —
83 years strong. ' ‘ -
38 local companies.

Connected by 1 Association.

Find Your Local Blue Company
and Request a Quote Today

Enter Zip Code

Learn why Blue Cross and Blue Shield is
a smart choice for healthcare insurance.

s ) Alreadya
Note this example for Blue Cross Blue

Shield health insurance. The photography
featured on their website shows healthy,
happy, vibrant people in the outdoors and
not those who are sick or injured and
cooped up in hospitals or waiting rooms.

Find a Doctor
or Hospital

AR

Take advantage of member-only
resources and savings on health-
related products.

Blue365 Healthy Discounts  ))

Spotlight on The Blues® > ° (<])]

Read the latest BCBSA headlines,
P national policy news and press

\ p
> releases.
V) A =
Healthcare News »

Finding a Doctor or Building Tomorrow's Blue Distinction

Hospital is Now Easier Healthcare System Looking for quality specialty care?

Check out the new Blue National BCBSA has a comprehensive Learn more or use our Blue Learn how the Blue Cross and

Doctor and Hospital Finder. action plan to improve healthcare Distinction Center Finder to help Blue Shield System delivers

Improved step by step searching, quality and rein in costs. Read you find hospitals with unmatched value.

patient hospital reviews, and our proposal: The Pathway to demonstrated experience. Why BCBS? »

easy to understand ratings and High-Quality Affordable Care in

quality measurements. America.
About the A iation > ployers > The Blue Cross and Blue Shield System consists of .‘-- ’
About the C ies > > 38 independently operated Blue Cross and Blue Shield .’L..[f‘ A‘g‘\
Corners > Healthcare Fraud > omper companies, a Federal Employee Program and — it
S ssusands an Association, which serves the collective needs of e s C0SSS PSS BRPDN. >
Healthcare Partners > Site Map >

the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Plans.

N
al :

(FRER RSN+

© 2012 Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association - All Rights Reserved. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association s an association
of independent, locally operated Blue Cross and Blue Shield Plans.
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5 English  ~ o Customer Service g USPS Mobile

e USPSCOM

Quick Tools o

Always a Click Away
Roll over the tools menu across the
site to access quick, handy tools.

Track & Confirm 2

iﬁ Find Locations 2
E Calculate a Price 2
@ Look Up a ZIP Code™ 2

Print a Shipping Label

What you need:

* A standard printer

* Regular paper

* An envelope or package

Making a Move?

What to do:

1 Choose a shipping service.
2 Add extra services.

3 Print the label.

4 Attach it to your mail. New Prices

January 22, 2012

'—vT’ Learn More )
it > |

Get Started

LEGAL ON USPS.COM

Privacy Policy » Government Services »
Terms of Use » Buy Stamps & Shop »
FOIA» Print a Label with Postage »

No FEAR Act EEO Data » Customer Service »

Site Index »

Copyright® 2012 USPS. All Rights Reserved.

Ship a Package ~ Send Mail ~

a Register / Signin g Your Shopping Cart (0)

Search USPS.com or Track Packages Q|

Manage Your Mail Business Solutions ~

Tell us when and where,
and we'll update your address.

Return your “returns”
from home. iy

Village Post Office

We've expanded access to
our products & services »

Learn more »

village
szostomce'
Doe Run, MO 63637

ON ABOUT.USPS.COM OTHER USPS SITES

About USPS Home » Business Customer Gateway »
Newsroom » Postal Inspectors »

Mail Service Updates » Inspector General »

Forms & Publications » Postal Explorer »

Careers »

Product Images

The homepage of the United States
Postal Service features this image to
complement its address redirection
service. It shows a mother unpacking
boxes and finding her child’s teddy bear.

I’m not sure moving is always this
relaxed, but this choice of photograph
suggests that their service helps make
a move more stress-free, and promotes
feelings of safety and wellbeing,

as well as confidence in the service
that is being offered.


http://www.usps.com/

People and/or Animals

When an image contains a face,
there are a few things you might like to keep in mind.



People and/or Animals

Direction of Gaze: When observing another individual, humans are naturally inclined to
follow the direction of their gaze. Perhaps this is an evolutionary measure tapped into our
survival. In any case, we can use it to our advantage when combining images with
information. If you take note of your eye movements in the next two examples,

you will see that your eye is drawn to different areas.
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People &
Animal Images

This screenshot from the Nike
Women website demonstrates
how by following the direction of the

person's gaze, your eye can automatically
be directed towards the most important
information on the page.


http://www.nike.com/nikewomen/home?locale=en_US
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People &
Animal Images

Here is a screenshot from the same
website in which the head is in the same
rough location, but the face is cast
downwards slightly.

This subtle change results in the user
most likely noticing the buy button

(and also the Facebook “like” button)
before scanning up to read the headline.
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People &
Animal Images

This phenomenon is not just true
of human subject matter. We tend
to follow the direction of any kind
of face whatsoever.

In this screenshot from the
American Bird Conservancy
website, our gaze is directed
towards the donation button
in the top right corner.



http://www.abcbirds.org/
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People &
Animal Images

And here is the same website again.
This bird is clearly pointing us in

the direction of the logo and the
headline below it.
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People &
Animal Images

Just to prove this device really does
apply to all types of faces, here is a
screenshot from The Metropolitan
Museum of Art which shows an ancient
sculpture looking obediently at the

text on the left.



http://www.metmuseum.org/

Body Language

Body language doesn’t just work in real life.
We are constantly “reading” other human’s movements
and positioning whether they appear to us in three dimensions or only two.



People &
Animal Images

Both of these photographs are fashion
shots from the Levi's website.

Generally speaking, in terms of body
language the crossing of arms can be
seen to be a defensive maneuver.

In contrast, the model on the right
looks more outgoing and is
communicating a sense of fun.


http://us.levi.com/

Reflectivity

It can often help to draw in your audience when they can see their own likeness
reflected back at them. It tells them in an instant that your site is relevant and
that they are in the right place.
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The three screenshots above are
from the Kellogg’s website.

The rotating slideshow samples a
cross-section of the breakfast food giant’s
target market, making sure to visually
represent families of various ethnicities.


http://www.kelloggs.com/

Consistency

Ensuring that images are styled consistently across a range of images can help to

give your design project a considered and professional appearance. We will explore
some ways to achieve this using e-commerce stores to demonstrate key concepts.



Color

Images spanning a wide variety of subjects can be grouped together visually
with a consistent use of color (and/or lighting).
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http://www.shopterrain.com/

Fururs People &
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Of course, the background needn’t

e e Delie et be white, as shown in this screenshot from
the Astier de Villatte website.
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http://www.astierdevillatte.com/
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People &
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To create a cohesive directory of team
members for its website, Digital Media
Stockholm shot (or post-processed in
image-editing software) the photographs
in black & white and did away with any
background detail.

This can be a very effective way to
make disparate-looking portraits come
together to emphasize the collective
nature of a group of people.


http://dm11sto.com/

Context

The same setting or backdrop creates both visual
and psychological consistency by evoking
a singular place and/or time.
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Here is another example from

the Anthropologie website, showing
that a simple backdrop setting can
help to give a range of products
both personality and polish.



http://www.anthropologie.eu/

Mood

Less tangible than color and context,
but no less important, is a consistent
approach to mood.
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This example is from an online stationery
store called Present and Correct.

Although each backdrop is different, the
playful composition and props provides a
consistently light-hearted mood throughout.


http://www.presentandcorrect.com/

Creativity In Images

Images that provide unique and imaginative perspectives
are more memorable than those that don’t.

Here are some things to consider to give your design projects the creative edge.



Composition

Creative composition can be achieved by several means.

Don’t underestimate the power of an unusual vantage point,

an unexpected cropping or an interesting use of negative space.
Thoughtful juxtapositions and collage techniques can also provide interest.



Composition

The flower photography featured on
the Saipua website utilizes interesting
angles, crops and close-ups to create
beautiful diptychs.


http://www.saipua.com/
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Composition

The Bonpoint children’s wear store
displays their clothes in a way that

not only communicates playfulness

but also helps customers to visualize
and coordinate whole outfits.

|_Add 1o shoooing bag |



http://www.bonpoint-boutique.com/en/

Lighting

The way a scene or an object is lit can tell a story all its own.
Lighting can be dreamy or dramatic, innocent or sinister,
gentle or harsh, and many variations besides.



Lighting

Both photographs depict bedlinen
from the Toast online store. On the
left, the natural daylight provides a
clean and relaxed look. The bedding
on the right, however, is lit carefully
to create high contrast between the
subject matter and the background.
This lends the shot an air of

drama and mystery.


http://www.toast.co.uk/

Lighting

The slightly sepia tones combined
with the bright, yet soft daylight
gives this photograph from
Sessun a nostalgic feel.


http://www.sessun.com/

Lighting

This photograph from the same
website uses a similar technique
but is rosier and softer looking
which evokes a dreamy,
romantic mood.



Symbolism

Don't be afraid the go beyond the literal.
Objects can inspire and inform when placed
in hypothetical or unexpected settings.
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http://www.ditteisager.dk/
http://www.bloomingdales.com/
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Symbolism

Using a photographic collage technique,
these socks (from Japanese label, Antipast)
are transported to a fantasy-land filled with

flowers and balloons.


http://www.antipast.jp/

Symbolism

R , From the same website comes these whimsical
3 . interjections of illustration. They serve both as
an informative measure (for example, to show
that the sports shirt is designed for golfers)
and as a decorative element which also

offers a little humor and personality..
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